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-a. Catalog file

I talked to J.W. Jenkins IV today. He lives at L32 W. 67:h, Xansas City,
Missouri, telephone 333-8627. Ii=z Safly, ESTL librarian nad talke_d to

John Steinway in New York who refersd us to Mr. Jenkins woo fornerly owned
J.W. Henkins Son Music Co. from whem the Trumana bought the piano.

-

John Steinway indicated that the piano, based on its serial Mumber (M/255 870)
was shipped in late 1927 or early 1928. The Trumans gave this to Margaret
for a Christmas present in 1932. The key strip has the dates the piano

was tuned and the first is 28 Nev 1932.

Mr. Jenkins sold the “usiness in 1972 and all the records went with it.
The new Jwner wen: bankrupt. Mr. Jenkins gwent and asked i3 he could
have the records (they had kept a record of every piano imey sold!)

and the man said sure, if he could find them but he tougn: *hey had been
shrown out. Mr. Jenkins could nmot find them and does not =ave any now.

He remembers his father talking about selling the piano o ITuman.

o S s3aid that sher iid deal in used Steinways but he thougn: Truman would
nave bought it nsw. After 1929, they had a four flcor waTsrncuse full of
piarcs. '"Tou couldn't give them away." Steinway stooped sroduciion for
three years, 1% was really a buyer's market and it is very sosaible that
Jenkins would have had a rew piano, made in 1927, atill i- s%ock In 1032,
Mr. Jenkins said “key would have sold for about 31,000, ¥r. Jeni-ns said
i+ o is "probabla” that Harry bougnt it new.

I asked about their tuning practice at that time. He said it was standard
to send somecne tc tune the piano a week or two after delivery, so the
piano would adiust to the climate in the housa.

= I asked him about Orlando Mace's claim that iimix there was a piano in the
home during the white House years. He said that he remembtered picking one
up after it had been in the home several years. EHe said ibat part of the
sales pitch was that it had been in the Truman Home. BHe did not recall
who had bought it or know where it is. DMr. Nace said it had been signed
by Steinway (Theodore?). Mr. Jenkins said that was not uncommon and that
they would sign them on request with the gigniture usually being covered
with lacquer to protect it. The requeat for the loaner piano did not come
from Steinways or Truman but rather indirectly from somecne who suggested
to Jenkins "wouldn't it be nice zm for the Senator (or Vice-president or
President) to have a piano in his home so they could play vhen they returned
on trips from Washington?™™ Of course Jenkins suggested or offered one on
loan.

E
s
Mr. Jemkins was going to telephone Bard Piimra Pollard (spelling?) who is
retired and lives in Lexington, MO. He was with the Jenkins Music Co. a long
time and might have some valuable memories for us. GRTGNAL EQRIAND T
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